
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Lord’s Day 
 

May 5, 2024 
 

10:15 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to worship at Fox Valley Presbyterian Church;  
we’re so glad you’ve joined us!  

You come to us not as a stranger but as a friend in Christ. 
 

In our order of service, the congregation speaks words in bold type.  
The asterisk* indicates when you are invited to rise in body or in spirit. 

 
Large print bulletins and hearing assist devices are available from the ushers. 

 
We Gather To Worship God 

 
PRELUDE                                                 Andante                                               Mueller 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                        
 

We come to join with all the earth in praise: 
to sing a new song to the Lord, 
who has done marvelous things, 
who has shown us steadfast love and faithfulness. 

We praise the Lord with joyful noises 
joining the symphony of the earth: 

the roar of the ocean, 
the call of the birds, 
the wind across the hills, 
people in every corner of the globe. 

On this day of rest and gladness, 
we greet you with joy, our living God! 
 
 
 
 

 
 



*HYMN 611                       Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                        HYMN TO JOY 
 

 
 



*CALL TO AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

There is nothing that can separate us from God’s love. Therefore, let’s confess 
our sins, trusting that God will forgive us and help us transform our lives. 

 
Tender God, forgive us for our half-hearted faith that loves only when it is 
easy, and reaches out only to those who are like us, that ignores your  
less convenient commandments and fails to bear fruit anyone would rejoice 
in. Forgive us for our resistance that holds us back from living in true 
covenant community, accountable to and for all of your creation. How can 
a faith like that serve your purposes in the world?  

 
Time for quiet prayers 

 
Nourish us again,  

to blossom with whole-hearted faith that abides in your love and shines forth 
with joy. Through the grace of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 
*HYMN 578                             O Lord, Have Mercy                  ORÉ PORIAJÚ VEREKÓ 
 

 
 
 



*ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
 

Hear the Good News! The only one who could judge us calls us friends. 
Jesus chose us over his own life, so let us choose Jesus in the life we  
have now. 

By the power of the Spirit, our sins are washed away, and we are made new. 
Let us live as God’s forgiven children. Alleluia! Amen. 
 

*HYMN 587                                         Alleluia!                                   CELTIC ALLELUIA 
 

 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

As God’s forgiven people we know true peace and can share that peace 
with others. May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
Please share Christ’s peace with those around you. 

 
We Listen for God’s Word 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME                                                                         
 

Children through fifth grade, please come forward at this time; parents are welcome 
to come, as well.                                                                                                                          

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCRIPTURE READINGS                      Genesis 35:9-15     
 

God appeared to Jacob again when he came from Paddan-aram, and he blessed 
him. God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; no longer shall you be called Jacob, 
but Israel shall be your name.” So he was called Israel. God said to him,  
“I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations 
shall come from you, and kings shall spring from you. The land that I gave to 
Abraham and Isaac I will give to you, and I will give the land to your offspring 
after you.” Then God went up from him at the place where he had spoken with 
him. Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he had spoken with him, a pillar of 
stone; and he poured out a drink offering on it, and poured oil on it. So Jacob 
called the place where God had spoken with him Bethel. 

 
                                                                John 15:9-17 
 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that 
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. “This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends 
if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because  
the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from 
my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go 
and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask 
him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love  
one another. 
 

SERMON                                                                                        Stephanie E. Anthony 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN 23                  God, You Spin the Whirling Planets              PLEADING SAVIOR 
 

 
 
 



We Respond to God’s Word 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE CONFIRMANDS 
 

Charles Conboy 
David Jahoda 
Maren Williams 
Avery York 

  
Dorene Tieche, Elder:  

  
On behalf of the session, I present David Jahoda to join Fox Valley Presbyterian 
Church upon his profession of faith and the Sacrament of Baptism.   
  
Charles Conboy, Maren Williams, and Avery York are presented by the Session 
to profess their faith publicly. 
 
All of these students have indicated they are ready to accept greater 
responsibility in the life of the church and God’s mission in the world.   

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

Pastor Michelle:  
  

You all have worked towards learning about the faith we share and what it means 
to be part of the body of Christ. Now as you publicly declare your faith, I ask you 
to reject sin, to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, and to confess the faith of 
the church.   
  
Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and 
renounce evil and its power in the world? “I do.”   
  
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, trusting in 
his grace and love? “I do.”  
  
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love?  
“I will, with God’s help.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



With whole church, rising in body or in spirit, let us confess our faith responsively 
using the words of the Apostles' Creed 

 
Do you believe in God, the Father almighty? 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 
Pastor Stephanie:  

  
Putting your whole trust in the grace and love of Jesus Christ, David, do you 
desire to be baptized? “I do.”  
  
Will you, by your prayers and witness, help David to grow into the full stature 
of Christ? “I will.”  

  
 
 
 
 
 



Dorene Tieche, Elder:   
  

Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture 
David by word and deed, with love and prayer? “We do.”  
  
Will we encourage him to know and follow Christ and to be faithful members 
of the church? “We will.”  

  
Pastor Stephanie: 

 
 The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks  
and praise.  

  
Blessed are you, O Lord our God:   

  
In countless ways, from generation to generation, you reveal your great love 
for the world and bless us with signs of your grace.   
  
We praise you that through the waters of the sea, you led your people Israel 
out of bondage, into freedom in the land of your promise.  
  
We praise you for sending Jesus Christ your Son, and for the baptism of  
his death and resurrection through which you set us free from sin and death.   
  
We praise you for the gift of your Holy Spirit, given to all nations and people 
so that all who call on your name might be saved.   

  
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this water, that 
this font may be your womb of new birth.  
  
May all who pass through these waters be delivered from death to life,  
from bondage to freedom, from sin to righteousness. Bind them to the household 
of faith and guard them from all evil. Strengthen them to serve you with joy  
until the day you make all things new.  Amen 
  
David, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.  

  
 David, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit in baptism,  
and marked as Christ’s own forever. Amen.   

 
 
  



UNITING WITH THE CONGREGATION  
  

Pastor Michelle:  
  

Having declared your faith, we rejoice that you now wish to share with us 
in our common ministry.   

 
Will you devote yourselves to the church’s teachings and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers? “I will, with God’s help.”  
  
Dorene Tieche, Elder:  
  
Do we, the members of this church family, welcome these young people in  
Jesus Christ, and promise by our fellowship to strengthen their ties with the 
household of God and to work with them in doing the work of Christ in the world? 
If so, please respond with “We do.”  
  

 
ANOINTING AND LAYING ON OF HANDS   
  

Pastor Michelle (anointing Charles and David) and Pastor Stephanie (anointing 
Maren and Avery):   

  
Stir up in ____________ the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and joy 
in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.   

 
Pastor Stephanie:  
 
I invite the confirmands' parents to join us as we offer prayers of blessing.   
 

Parents place cross necklaces on their students. 
  

Let us pray: Gracious God, by water and the Spirit you claimed us as your own, 
cleansing us from sin, and giving us new life. You made us members of your 
body, the church, calling us to be your servants in the world. Renew in Charles, 
David, Maren, and Avery the covenant you made in their baptism. Continue the 
good work you have begun in them. Send them forth in the power of your Spirit 
to love and serve you with joy, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
 
 
 
 



Again and again, God calls upon young people to force change or fire up  
human hopes. May we never get in their way or hold on to power so tightly that 
we stifle the Spirit’s work within our youth. May we even find ourselves following 
their lead into new ways of being the church together. Joyfully we receive each  
of these young people into the mission we share. Our prayers for them will 
continue, as will our support. Together, may we continue on in God’s good work 
and witness to the world the Good News of Christ Jesus. Alleluia! Amen!  
 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING 
 

Instructions for giving online may be found on the "My Offering Today" card in the  
pew rack. 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM           Bless the Lord, O My Soul                                     Raney 

Men’s Quartet 

 
The Lord’s Supper 

 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise… 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC                          Holy Is the Lord                                    Schrader 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
 
 
 
 



We Depart To Serve God 
 
*HYMN 536                  Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen               SURGE ECCLESIA 
 

 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                       Toccata                                                         Colvin 
 
END OF WORSHIP………………………….………………….BEGINNING OF SERVICE 
 

 



Rev. Stephanie E. Anthony, Pastor and Head of Staff 
Rev. Michelle M. Hwang, Associate Pastor for Discipleship 

Revs. Allan Dempsey, Melinda B. Hinners-Waldie, Lucas King and Loy Williams,  
Parish Associates 

Christopher Jackson, Music Director       John Stombres, Organist 
 Dr. Chiayi Lee, Accompanist       

Pam Curry, Director of The Growing Place Preschool 
 

Men’s Quartet Tom Dunn, Lamar Owings, John Stombres,  
Kurt Wachter 

Communion servers Charles Conboy, David Jahoda, Maren Williams,  
Avery York 

Ushers Brock Seney, Larry Buhl, Marilyn Buhl, Kirby Curry 
Nursery/child care assistant Kim Kolaczewski 
Fellowship Hour host Adult Education Committee (Susan Strasser) 
Card & flower delivery Kathie Dempsey, Deacon 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
TODAY’S CHANCEL FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by Mike and Beth 
Jahoda in celebration of the confirmands. 
 
PRAYERS FOR THE GROWING PLACE PRESCHOOL. One of the best ways that we 
can support our students and teachers at The Growing Place Preschool is to keep 
them in our daily prayers as they learn and grow. This week we pray for Cassidy, 
Keaton and Pierce (students in the three-year-old class) and their teacher, Miss Cali; 
and Liam, Paige and Remy (students in the four-year-old class) and their teacher,  
Miss Colleen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staying in Touch 
 

Meetings with the following staff members are by appointment. Please contact 
them directly via email to make an appointment: 
     Stephanie Anthony, Head of Staff – santhony@foxvalleypres.org 
     Michelle Hwang, Associate Pastor of Discipleship – 
mhwang@foxvalleypres.org 
     Jill Reilly, Financial Administrator – jreilly@foxvalleypres.org 
 
STAFF NOTES: Pastor Stephanie’s day off is Monday. Pastor Michelle’s day 
off is Friday. Jill Reilly, Financial Administrator, works on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. On Mondays and Fridays, she works from home, and you may reach 
her on her cell phone, 630-564-1101. On Wednesdays, Jill is in her office at 
church. Gerry Reed, Office Administrator, is in the office during office hours. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are 9:00 am-4:00 pm, Monday through Thursday; 
9:00 am-noon, Friday. 



 
 
 

 

 
Let Us Pray for You  
 
Did you know we have a prayer chain? If you have a joy or 
concern to lift up to your church family, please contact Office 
Administrator Gerry Reed (office@foxvalleypres.org). She will  

send the information out to our prayer chain. The more informed we are, the better 
we can support and care for each other. (Please note: Out of respect for privacy, if 
you wish to ask for prayers on behalf of a friend, be sure you have their permission 
to do so.)  
 
Want to receive prayer chain updates? Just let Gerry know and she will add you to 
the prayer chain email list. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Adult Ministries is offering an educational study and discussion on the topic of 
disabilities awareness and the church. Our weekly topics include references to 

the book by Amy Kenny, My Body Is Not A Prayer Request. 
 

Please join us as we learn more about how disabilities impact individuals and 
families, and how the community can be more inclusive. Classes meet on 
Sunday mornings in the Conference Room, 9:00-10:00 am, now through 

May 19. 
 

Copies of My Body Is Not a Prayer Request are available for purchase for 
$12.00. For more information, please contact Angie Bateman 

at abtmn95@gmail.com. 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Teens and adults with disabilities are invited to join us for a FREE evening 
of fun, games, snacks and community!  This event is hosted by the 
Disabilities Ministry at Fox Valley Presbyterian Church every second Friday 
of each month. All participants must register/RSVP monthly.  For more 
information or to sign up, visit foxvalleypres.org/disabilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Next GriefShare session is Monday, May 13 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

We will receive this special offering on May 19, 2024. The Pentecost 
Offering helps the church encourage, develop, and support its young people, and 
also address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost offering can be 
retained by individual congregations wanting to make an impact in the lives of 
young people within their own community. The remaining 60% is used to support 
children-at-risk, youth, and young adults through ministries of the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. 
     You may give on Sunday, May 19, with a check marked Pentecost Offering on 
the memo line or online on our giving page (www.foxvalleypres.org/give). 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Deadline for making your contribution is Friday, May 31. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

A neighboring presbytery is hosting a workshop May 31-June at Stronghold Camp 
and Conference Center on how to live into our desire and spoken intentions to be 
antiracist. The presenter, the Jessica Vasquez Torres, was a guest of FVPC at  
Pastor Michelle's installation and is widely known for her excellence in leading 
antiracism training.  
 

If you participated in either of the learning opportunities we provided in 2019 or 
2020, led by the local affiliate of the national organization leading this one, this will 
be a great follow-up. If you are new to antiracism training, you couldn't choose a 
better facilitator to start with!  
 

If you would like to go, but the cost options listed are prohibitive, please reach out to 
Pastors Stephanie and Michelle for church sponsorship. 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

Please let Pastor Stephanie know if you register and would like to be 
connected to other FVPC-ers who are participating. 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Here’s your link to the church calendar, which includes  
church meetings and community group meetings. 
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Church email Website Facebook page YouTube channel 
 
 

THE GROWING PLACE PRESCHOOL 
         Pam Curry, Director 

 
FRUTO DE VIDA IGLESIA CHRISTINA          

Fernando Mira, Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


